Type III tympanoplasties: the Sherbrooke experience.
To review short- and longer-term results of type III tympanoplasties as performed by the senior author and to compare these results with those reported in the literature. Retrospective review of 96 type III tympanoplasties, with and without mastoidectomy, performed between April 1996 and August 2000. At a mean of 384 days postoperatively, 57.3% of patients had an air-bone gap of less than 20 dB. The average postoperative gap is 21.4 dB. Gap closure is best at 2000 Hz, with an average drop of 51% from initial value, compared with 34%, 39%, and 18% at 500, 1000, and 4000 Hz, respectively. Our results are similar to those published previously. We emphasize the improvement at 2000 Hz, which is an important frequency for speech discrimination. It would be interesting to see if it correlates with an improvement in quality of life.